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Louisiana State Civil Service, along with Gov. John Bel Edwards, is proud to announce that Paid Parental 
Leave will be available to eligible state employees starting in January 2024.   

“Paid Parental Leave is good for Louisiana government and will be an invaluable tool for recruitment and 
retention. It comes to us at a time when we are striving to attract a new generation of workers who 
increasingly value work-life balance when selecting an employer,” stated Byron P. Decoteau, Jr., State Civil 
Service Director.  

Paid Parental Leave, as codified in Civil Service Rule 11.36, was approved by the State Civil Service 
Commission on September 6, and signed by Gov. John Bel Edwards today at Woman’s Hospital in Baton 
Rouge in a celebratory signing.

The rule and accompanying executive order will allow eligible state employees who are the legal, foster, 
or adoptive parents of a child to take up to 240 hours of paid leave within the first 12 weeks following 
the child’s birth or placement. A new parent will have up to 240 hours to focus on bonding with their 
child and building their family without having the financial worries that result from unpaid leave.   

“Louisiana joins state governments across the nation that have not only recognized the value of Paid 
Parental Leave as a recruitment and retention tool, but also recognized the value of Paid Parental Leave 
for employees and their families,” said Decoteau. 

If you have questions or need additional information, the State Civil Service website has been updated 
with the new parental leave rule and a dedicated resource page to assist in implementation of the rule. 

The State Civil Service Commission is a seven-member body that has final authority over the 
administration of the State Civil Service system. The Commission serves as an impartial review board that 
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enacts and adjudicates State Civil Service Rules to regulate state personnel activities and hears appeals 
from state employees and agencies. Commission meetings and hearings are held monthly and are open 
to the public.  
 

State Civil Service Mission: 
To provide human resource services and programs that enable state government to attract, develop and 

retain a productive and diverse workforce that excels in delivering quality services to the citizens of 
Louisiana. 

  
To learn more about Louisiana State Civil Service, follow us on Social Media. 
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https://www.facebook.com/LAStateCivilService/
https://twitter.com/LA_SCS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/louisiana-state-civil-service/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYsfkAJemfNhOfFbf5V3DRA
https://www.instagram.com/lastatecivilservice/

